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NEW YORK TIMES 10 March 1977 

Carter and New CJ.A . Director Divided on Need 
*- ' For Criminal Penalties to Prevent Security ‘Leaks* 

' ■ ~ ‘ ; * " 777 " ~~7T. , . , ... .las symooTically placing intelligence 

, By WENDELL RAWLS Jr. ; would be endangered if certain classifiec . operat j ons c i oser to the White House and 

s»ec£«!c9ThtN«ir YorkTtae* | documents were supplied to prosecutors, j awav from the C.I.A/S headquarters in 

WASHINGTON, March 9— President i s ^ ou ‘^ the grand jury indict Mr. Helms; j near ’ 0 y Langley, Va. 

Carter and his Director of Central Intelli- ! admiral said that he had talked. Admiral Turner also said that he did 

since Adn <?fan-#i*M Turner tnck on 1 Wlth Mr - Carter twice, for a half-houi; not want to suppress dissent within the 
gence, Adm Stanfield Turner,, took op e£ich time ■ his first four days as c.I.A. agency about intelligence estimates, 

posing stands today on whether criminal | Director. . ■ ■ - t 6 .i ■ * . .. “ .... 

penalties are needed to protect national j 
security against leaks of classified infor- 
mation.' ' • 

Admiral Turner insisted at a breakfast 
meeting with reporters that he wanted 
a secrecy law that would provide criminal 
penalties for those who leak classified 
information. He told the Senate intelli- 
gence Committee the same thing at his 
confirmation-hearing. .. 

But Mr. Carter said at a news confer- 
ence this morning, prior to attending a 


... .. .. „„ , “I'm dedicated to provide the President 

The President said, at the ne\ys confer- j with objective intelligence,” he said, “and 
ence that the Helms case had riot cornel I'm not so conceited that I think that 


to his attention "either officially or unof-'- , „ . , 

ficially," and that he would be the one; ■ 1 or other individual can be fully 
to decide whether classified documents i objjecjtive. : . - 

would be provided to prosecutors if the j The admiral said he wanted to give 
Department of Justice should decide tO;!Mr. Carter the best assessment, inform 
proceed with a case against Mr; Helms. h i m 0 f. t he disagreements within the agen- 


A Question of Priorities- 


cy on the assessment and explain to the 


ie question is expected to come down j President why such dissent exists. But, 
hether the national interest is better j he added, he wanted to keep dissent v/ith- 


" The i 

to whether me nauonai mtexesi is ueuer | m _ ... 

served by the prosecution of a former : in the intelligence community and the 


in servea oy trie prosecution 01 a lurmer in me iiiieingcuvc 

Federal official accused of perjury or by I executive branch. 


in the afternoon, that his “own hope 
would be that we could prevent the dis- 
closure of intelligence or information that 
might be damaging to our national securi 
ty, rather than trying to control that! 


the protection of information about the p| On other subjects. Admiral Turner said 


intlligence agency’s covert operations. 

Sources in the intelligence community 
. said that Mr. Heims had visited with high- 
i echelon White House staff members re- 


v,, I..,, i ecrieion wince nuuse sum rneiriDers re- 

criminal penalties.” Vice President 8 Mon- j 

'dale said virtually the same thing last to protect intormation than to prose- 

&72(g , £St£&Z£2& fiffiw- #«*«•. >**4. « mm 


it,” a V/hite House spokesman said, hasti- 
ly adding, "Further.” 

Helms Case Not Discussed ; ' 

In addition, the President and the C.I.A. 
Director apparently have not talked about 
the status and nacional security implica- 
tions of a reported Federal grand jury 
investigation of Richard Helms, a former 
Director of Central Intelligence, who al- 
legedly perjured himself in sworn testi- 
mony about the C.I.A. ’s operations in 
Chile against the Marxist Government of 
President Salvador Allende • Gossens. 
President Allende was overthrown by a 
military junta on Sept. 11, 1973. , ■-■ . - y •! 

Admiral Turner said today that he had . 
been told “by people in the intelligence 1 
community’! that the national security ij 


that he had been asked by Mr. Carter 
for an assessment of reaction abroad to; 
the President's emphasis on human rights 
and that a "red-flag warning” had been 
sent to agents abroad to pick up both 
favorable and unfavorable reaction to Mr. 
Carter’s stance. 

“I don’t want to be a purveyor of good 
news only,” the admiral said. . ■ 

T 'He also said that there was no trade-off 


between the C.I.A.- and Korean or Iranian 
■intelligence agents to operate iiv each 


information disclosed to the news media, 

[.he was really more interested in punish-. 

1; ing those who disclosed the information. 

. ; To that end, he said he would be “amena- , 

.Ible to a statute to impose a criminal j-Omers country. : -- 

‘ penalties on leakers,” -but that he was" .“We don’t make agreements for, their 
! not prepared to outline tfte kind of statute ' activities in our country,” he said 
he would, like, other than “some effective',. ' In regards the 'Soviet Union, he said, 

«* £* »“■;>» -! tte dominant 

’- The admiral W that the fepionag j P° wer tha wl>rl<l - " ’ 

Act was 60 years old and was “not very! 
effective” in preventing the disclosure ofj 
classified information to the news media, 
but he added that he would favor an, 

’appropriate amendment -to the act or news 
laws with criminal or strong civil' sane-' 
tions. - A ...-r- • • "• 

.-“The end objective is to help’give us , 
an atmosphere to' hold secret that which i 
is secret,” he said. “The rights of the ! 

First Amendment aren’t going to be vio- 1 
lated by the Congress < by the courts.” i 
Admiral Turner said :..:at, although he 
could not accept the idea tisat such intelli- 
gence activities as giving money to King 
Hussein of Jordan was wrong, he would 
j not comment on whether newspaper dis- 
! closures of the gifts were proper. The 
publication of such information, he said, j 
'“is in the newspapers’ realm rather than } 
in the C.I.A.’s realm,” . 1 

; .; And;' responding in naval terminology — '■ 

: as ”he did often during the breakfast meet- 
ing — the admiral reminded reporters that ■ 
the payments to leaders of foreign gov- 
ernments “happened before my watch.” ' 

' He said that he would establish an of- ' 
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gence would coordinate the intelligence I 
community's affairs. The move is viewed 


